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About 20 consumers of the Ridge Area Arc
had a unique oppartunity last week to practice
paddiing on 2 canee. This was Lo pro
participating in the 2025 Heartland
er Paddle un Lake Jackson nt 8:30 am. this Fri-
dny whero they will Inunch frem Veterans Bosch

Maoson G. Smank Foun-
dation and Remeving the Barriers are in part.
nnﬂuphlbnmmuudworanpw

l.(nhuhb Hlvlhnd.! will be accompanying the

on Lthe canoes,
BIN Redmon, founder of Removing
ers, drove inlo the paricing lot of the Arc facility
Langley voyogeur style canco in
mnwﬂlhthm of these canocs st Fri-
Land Peacemaker Paddie,

He shared to the erowd his expertiso, having
rowed thousands of miles around Americe’s

lnkos.
“We will have other people with you te help.”
Rerdmen said to the crowsd. “We will show you all

were divided into growps then
alded into life Jackets before belng
{he canoe, Thoy were given cars to practice to
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Practice before Friday launch on Lake Jackson
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Bill Redmon, founder of Removing the Barrers, shows
the consumers an o or thelr "best end”™ when it
comes to paddiing on tha cance.
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the rhythm of “Row, Row. Row Your Boat™ and

wore n high spirits.
“The ship is 10 easure that with
disadilitles have experionces on the waler.”

Ridge Area Arc CEO Kathleen Border said.

“People ilke Cristian haven't had thal experi-

gulded onto

ence bocause they need a ot of sccommoedation
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that isa't typically avail.
able, so this s such a
huge opportunicy.”

She continaed that
there’s a lot of fear In
Ihe beginaing with got-
ting on the cance, but
thenm it's “extremoly em-
powering” for consum-
ersonce they hsd the ox-
perience. Sebring Fire
Department personnel
will aid the consumers
1o 21 into the canoes as
they did last year.

Cristlan Percz-Counte-
B0, ene of tho consum-
ers. was accempaniod
by his mother. Migdnies
Centeno, for the paddie

practice. They came lo
the United Stales from
Aguas Buenas. Puer.
1o Rico, two years ngo.
Perez has been a cone
sumer at Ridge Aren
Arc fora yeor.

“He Joves this place,”
Centeno sald. "These
peoplo are amnzingly
wondorful, Yos, we ro-
ally feel very happy and
safe in this place, 1t's
amozing all the activi-
ties that they de.”

Centeno confirmed
that hor son will bo at-
tending the Hearlland
Peacemaker Padidle on
Friday, and she'll be
cheering him oa. She
added that the practice
paddle was the ftrst
time Perez was on a

boat,

Decnn Wright. oxec-
utive director of the
Mason G. Smeak Foun.
dation, said thal events
like these “really make
your heart smile. She
reported that this year's
signup sheet filled up
the first doy with 22 stu.
dents voluntoering from
all throe high schoals in
Highlands Coanty,

“Our students have
Lol mse that being in the
presence of the Ridge
Area Arc consumers
just teaches them that
everybody has diffecent
abllities,” Wright sald.
“They love interacting
wilh them. The Incls.
ston shows my students
that everybody has the

ability to get oul and
Bave fun, They just kove

they will be starting an

alumni program and
that some alumnd of the

Youth Leadership High

lands program will also |
be in attendance Friday.

The Duke Energy
Foundation mado a do-

nation of water and |

sunscreen for the up-
coming event. The part-
nership is looking for
sponsorships.

For further inquiries,
contact Director of De-
velopment Doana Smo.
larick, email at damola-
rickwridgearcaarc.org
or coll £53-152.1295, ext.
106,



