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Boot 3 launches from Vetsrans Seach Park & Soat Ramp knio Lake Jckson Sor the 2025 Heartland Peacemaker
Padcie with 81 ReEMOn, fOWNOES 6f REMOVINY Che BIMIETS. &5 The QuI0e They TSR Te e h Thard place.

Removing
the Barriers

Peacemaker Paddlers race around Lake Jackson

BY DILCO DE ASUs
Soa¥ Woner

For Ms second rendition. the 2093 Heartland
Pracemaker Paddle gave consumers of Rydge
Area Arc a onee-in-a-lifetime opeorlunily
10 glwde aloag the placid waters of Lake Jack-
son bright and earty, The canoes were reatdly
by 8 a.m. on the Veterans Boach Park & Boat
Nainp.

Three 20-fook Langley voyagourstyle canoes
were moored & the ramp thal were id-
ed by Rem\'mh:ﬁ'le Barrilwn in puugrrhip
with Ridge Area Arc and the Mason G Smosk
Fuand These would race around
an tsland d into the lake sround tufls of
reeds then b

Before the race startod, everyane enjoyed &
Chick-NI-A breskiast snd put on sunscreen pro-
vided by Duke Energy. Two buses of consumars
arrived at the purk around 850 a.m.

Bill Redmon, foander of Removing the Bar-
Tiers, instructed the consumers and volun-
{eers on how to use an oar when paddling. He
stressed the Importance of safety when man-
ning the canoes..

"No false emergencies,” Redmon said to the
erowd. *1 hope everybody understands that. No
false smargencies. We're going to take every

emergency seriously.

Before climbing into the canoes, volunteers
helped the consumers into life jockets then
waiked onto the ramp.

“We have figured out (hat some of our indi-
viduals don't got the same sverydgy axperienc-
5 thal we do. Water is 4 big fear for pareots”

RGO DF 5 WASINEF
Boat 2 readies 1o lwunch from the Vetsrand Bonch Park
& ot Ramp with oars im hand. They placed second in
the race.

sald Kathleen Border, Ridge Area Arc chief ex-
coutive pfficer. “Some of our guys don't know
how to swim. Some can’t really grasp the con-
cepts of swimming and so they stay away from
water, which means they don’t end up having
Water experences.’ ’
Tb:z.«m divided inty throe boats and each
volu paired with a buddy. Esch canor hed
2 guide steoring the canoe while the rest on
board cared toward the direction with Redmon
kimself guiding Boat 3. )
Persannel fram Sedring Fice Rescue helped
everyone get onto their canoes. Soon after. the!
Launchyed off the ramp and the race Kicked off,
On share, a crowd cheered un the canoes os
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cue Gown heve. We need them.”

All throe partoses of Lhe ovent ex-
pressed interest In doing another
paddle event va Lake Jackson next
year, trying to make it annual. Kx
poutive Director of the Mason G
Smoak Foundation Desna Wright
rodle on Boat 2

‘It makes me foel like we are
weuching our youth to give back to
the cammunity and appreciste e
eryore lor whoe they are and to Juve
differences,” Wright saud.

PADDLERS

FROM PAGE 1A

Ihey launched and returned ashoce
Boat 1 linished Nrst, Boat 2 second
and Boat 3 third

“Everrbody worked well as a
team.” Redmon said sfter the race.
“Thal’s the best [ouuld teil, The msin
thing is for the Arc participants
emoy 1t and it nckoed ke they didl. T
appreciate the support from Fire Res-

DELOLE MRS
Some on Boat 3 rakie thedr oaes i celebration of the race as they return to Gock atthe

Veterans Beach Park & Boat Ramp from the rece on Lakes Jackson.
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Baat 1 and Bost 2 dock hadk 10 the Vetsrans Beach Park & Soat Ramp at the end of
the racs.




